	1. 
We are now coming to the end of the 3 weeks which began with the fast of 17 Tammuz and culminates on Wednesday  evening with Tisha B'Av which mourns the loss of both the first and the second Temples but has also been used to commemorate the 
2. Bar Kokhba's revolt against Rome failed in 135 CE. Simon bar Kokhba was killed, and the city of Betar was destroyed. 

3. Following the Roman siege of Jerusalem, the razing of Jerusalem occurred the next year. 

4. Jews were expelled from England in 1290. 

5. The Alhambra Decree of 1492, expelling the Jews from Spain, took effect on the 7th of Av, just two days before Tisha B'Av. 

6. On the eve of Tisha B'Av 1942, the mass deportation began of Jews from the Warsaw Ghetto, en route to Treblinka.[4] 

 Over time, Tisha B'Av has come to be a Jewish day of mourning, not only for the pre-Talmudic events, but also for later tragedies. There is a custom of assigning Tisha B'Av as the date on which wars affecting Jews began or expulsions and persecutions of Jews occurred, although this dating is not always historically accurate.[3] Regardless of the exact dates of these events, for many Jews, Tisha B'Av is the designated day of mourning for them, and this day is observed as a fast day second only to Yom Kippur.


To bring ourselves to the point where we feel what we're missing is a very tall order. I'd like to suggest, then, that one of the most noticeable differences in our post-Beis HaMikdash life in exile, is the absence of clarity that existed during the time the Temple stood. 

The presence of the Almighty was almost palpable when the Beis HaMikdash was standing. 


We lived with prophecy and miracles back then. We had a much closer relationship with Hashem. And there was greater clarity and certainty about what our purpose in life was for, and what we as a people needed to be doing.  


Let me give you one example of the type of confusion that exists in the Jewish world today. 

As you probably know our daughter Anna has become very religious  charedi I think! 

Which in part got me thinking about the different  types of Jews there are? I don't mean American, Israeli or Russian Jews and I'm not even referring to Sefardic or Ashkenazic Jews, What I mean to ask is how many different denominations or religious groupings are there are for Jews today? 

When I was growing up there were always four types of Jews:  Very orthodox , United synagogue Orthodox a very small  Reform and those who were unaffiliated and didn't go to synagogue. 

Here are the 'categories of Jews' that I found: 

Unaffiliated, Secular, Reconstructionist, Unreconstructionist, Progressive  Liberal, Reform, Progressive conservative Conservative, Conservadox, Traditional, Traditional & Growing, Modern Orthodox Liberal, Modern Orthodox strict, Yeshivish Modern, Yeshivish Black Hat,  Charedi Chassidic, Carlebachian,, Orthodox (frum), Orthodox (ba'al tshuva), Shomer Mitzvot, Spiritual,   
I count twenty three different types of Jews but the list may have grown since I started! 
How many categories of Jews do you think there were during the time of Avraham? During the time of Moses? During the time of Yehoshua, of King David, and King Solomon? 


Just one. 


Things did begin to change  after King Solomon. Sure, there were the Hellenized Jews, Tzadukim, Christian Jews, Karaites, and a few other groups depending on the time. But there weren't anywhere close to twenty three 'types of Jews' for the vast majority of our history as there are now. 


There was -- certainly compared to today. Achdus – a love and kinship for all other jews – unity amongst Jews of all persuasions. Sure they would have discussed and argued but…

There weren't letters and articles being written in local Jewish newspapers about the religious intolerance of one  group of Jews toward each other in the most nasty and dismissive tones possible and there wasn’t an orthodox London Beth Din who removed orthodox conversions made by religious rabbis in Israel simply because they can and the people concerned are left in limbo.  

 There wasn't the name calling, the dismissivness,the lack of love for Israel and the lack of recognition of other Jews as proper jews or not kosher enough Jews.   
At least not until the end of the Second Temple period of time. And then, what happened? Because of that intolerance and lack of achdus and unity, the Temple was destroyed. 

The Temple standing and G-d's presence in our midst meant we only saw Jews as being more or less observant, and more or less knowledgeable; there were not twenty three categories of Jews.  When the Temple stood and G-d's presence was in our midst, we didn't have a Neturai Karta that met with  enemies who want to destroy Israel and Jewish leaders who will happily spend hundreds of thousands of pounds in courts so they can ensure that Jewish children from Reform synagogues  cannot go to their Jewish schools.  I believe that the United Synagogue establishment will go further as the Chief Rabbi recently appointed a peer but alas emasculated by the ultra orthodox continues to move to the right. 

As reform jews our attitude to the Temple is complex and certainly in the modern day the proliferation of sacrifices would be seen as barbaric and very few people and certainly not me would wish a return to that but 

 
What we are missing by not having the Temple, is, in a phrase: personal and national self-fulfillment and a sense of togetherness and brotherhood with all other Jews and if we can't feel what we're missing, at least we can know it. 
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